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CHAPTER ONE

SUMMARY
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) recommends that public-use airports prepare a new airport master 

plan every five to ten years or as often as necessary to address significant changes in local aviation conditions. 

The previous airport master plan for Pocatello Regional Airport (PIH) was completed in 2012 and had a base 

year of 2010. The purpose of this 2024 Airport Master Plan is to evaluate the airport’s current capabilities 

and role, forecast future aviation demand, and to plan for the timely development of new or improved facilities 

that may be required. The ultimate goal of this planning document is to provide guidance for the airport’s 

overall maintenance, development, and operation. This airport master plan is intended to provide a strategy to 

accommodate future airport demand in a safe, cost-effective, operationally efficient, and flexible manner.

This 2024 Airport Master Plan was completed by Ardurra on behalf of the airport sponsor, the City of 

Pocatello. It was prepared in accordance with FAA requirements including Advisory Circular 150/5300-

13A, Airport Design, and Advisory Circular 150/5070-6B, Airport Master Plans, and all other applicable rules, 

standards, and regulations.
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1.1.	 Overview and Findings
This 2024 Airport Master Plan began in July 2021 while the industry was largely still dealing with effects and 
repercussions associated with COVID-19 as well as widespread uncertainty throughout the aviation industry. 
Despite these challenges, the completed airport master plan yielded results that will guide the way for future 
airport development. The main findings from this planning effort are summarized below and are based on the 
planning process and public involvement:

•	The airport design for the planning period of 2021–2041 is based on the DC-10, a special-use aircraft 
known as a very large air tanker (VLAT) that is based at the airport and used for regional firefighting. 
Additional planning design parameters considered the commercial service critical aircraft, the CRJ-200, 
which is forecasted to transition to the Embraer E-175 in the long term, and the general aviation critical 
aircraft represented by the Beech 1900C-12.

•	The identified safety area interference between the Runway 3 runway safety area (RSA) and Taxiway A 
object free area (TOFA) will be corrected with a future geometry update.

•	The crosswind runway, Runway 17/35, will remain for now but may require a reduced design standard in the 
future based on the results of the wind analysis and FAA funding requirements.

•	Taxiway G will remain to allow access and circulation for Runway 17/34. However, the taxiway geometry has 
been identified as needing to be updated to correct a nonstandard runway crossing.

•	Additional general aviation hangar development is a priority. The Pocatello Speedway site was selected as 
the preferred location for future development.

•	There is a need for additional large hangars within the mid-term planning period. The preferred location 
being towards the end of Runway 3 near the more commercialized and industrial areas of the airport.

•	The existing weather station (ASOS), located beyond the end of Runway 21, does not capture the unique 
wind patterns at the airport. A supplemental wind sensor is recommended with the location to be identified 
by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
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1.2.	 Public Involvement
Traditional, in-person public involvement and virtual public meetings were both conducted to allow as much 
community involvement possible. As shown in Table 1.1, public involvement components included a 
community advisory committee (CAC), technical advisory committee (TAC), a series of public presentations 
and workshops, and regular updates for the Pocatello City Council.

Table 1.1:	 Public Involvement Meeting Summary
Type of Meeting Meeting Date

Public Meeting Tuesday, October 19, 2021

Community Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Community Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, September 27, 2022

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, September 27, 2022

Public Meeting Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Community Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Airport Commission Meeting Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Public Meeting Tuesday, June 6, 2023

City Council Workshop Thursday, September 14, 2023

City Council Workshop Thursday, April 11, 2024

City Council Meeting Thursday, September 5, 2024
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1.3.	 Proposed Development Summary
The major development projects planned for the 20-year planning period are outlined in detail in Chapter 10, 
Implementation. Total improvements for the 20-year planning period are estimated to total approximately 
$60.5 million with $4 million expected to be funded locally. Projects planned for the short term (2024–2028) 
are listed in Table 1.2, projects planned for the medium term (2029–2033) are listed in Table 1.3, and projects 
planned for the long term (2034–2044) are listed in Table 1.4. These projects are also shown in Figure 1.1.

Table 1.2:	 Proposed Short-Term Development Summary
Project No. Project Description Project Cost

S-1 Northeast Apron Reconstruction, Phase I (Construction) $2,910,000

S-2 Acquire Replacement Snow Removal Equipment (Class 5 Truck w/Plow & Deice Trailer) $267,000

S-3 Acquire Replacement Snow Removal Equipment (Loader w/Ramp Plow & Snow Bucket) $587,000

S-4 Magic Valley Regional Airport (TWF) Transfer $550,000

S-5 Construct New Taxilanes, Phase I (Design) $320,000

S-6 Parking Lot Pavement Maintenance (Long-Term Lot) $256,000

S-7 Parking Lot Pavement Maintenance (Main Lot) $256,000

S-8 Replace Access Control Operators (including Terminal Door and Vehicle Gates) $293,000

S-9 Taxiway A and Runway 17/35 Pavement Maintenance $685,000

S-10 Construct New Taxilanes, Phase I (Construction) $862,000

S-11 Renovate Terminal Restrooms $316,000

S-12 Rehabilitate Runway 3/21 and Reconfigure Taxiway A from A-6 to 17/35 (Final Design) $427,000

S-13 Acquire Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Vehicle $907,000

S-14 Rehabilitate Terminal Access Road (Design and Construction) $1,579,000

S-15 Acquire Snow Removal Equipment (Plow) $374,000

S-16 Replace Snow Removal Equipment Building Backup Generator $267,000

S-17 Northeast Apron Reconstruction, Phase II (Design) $374,000

S-18 Rehabilitate Runway 3/21 and Reconfigure Taxiway A from A-6 to 17/35 (Construction) $15,470,000

Short-Term (2024–2028) Development Total $26,700,000
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Table 1.3:	 Proposed Medium-Term Development Summary
Project No. Project Description Project Cost

M-1 Northeast Apron Reconstruction, Phase II (Construction) $3,100,000

M-2 Rehabilitate Tower Apron (Design) $320,000

M-3 Apron Preservation (Partial Apron) $350,000

M-4 Construct New Taxilanes, Phase II (Design) $350,000

M-5 Rehabilitate Tower Apron, Phase I (Construction) $1,500,000

M-6 Taxiway A and Runway 17/35 Pavement Maintenance $700,000

M-7 Rehabilitate Tower Apron, Phase II (Construction) $2,500,000

M-8 Construct New Taxilanes, Phase II (Construction) $700,000

M-9 Runway 3/21 Pavement Maintenance $350,000

M-10 Apron Preservation (Partial Apron) $450,000

M-11 Western Development Area (Design) $450,000

Medium-Term (2029–2033) Development Total $10,770,000

Table 1.4:	 Proposed Long-Term Development Summary
Project No. Project Description Project Cost

L-1 Update Airport Master Plan $700,000

L-2 Taxiway A and Runway 17/35 Pavement Maintenance $950,000

L-3 Western Development Area (Construction) $2,200,000

L-4 Runway 3/21 Pavement Maintenance $350,000

L-5 Apron Preservation (Full Apron) $850,000

L-6 Acquire Snow Removal Equipment (Broom) $550,000

L-7 Acquire Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Vehicle $900,000

L-8 Terminal and FBO Apron Rehabilitation (Design) $400,000

L-9 Terminal and FBO Apron Rehabilitation (Construction) $5,000,000

L-10 Taxiway A and Runway 17/35 Pavement Maintenance $950,000

L-11 Apron Preservation (Full Apron) $850,000

L-12 Runway 3/21 Pavement Maintenance $350,000

L-13 Taxiway G Reconstruction (Design) $320,000

L-14 Taxiway G Reconstruction (Construction) $7,500,000

L-15 Construct New General Aviation Taxilanes (Design) $350,000

L-16 Construct New General Aviation Taxilanes (Construction) $820,000

Long-Term (2034–2044) Development Total $23,040,000
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Source: Ardurra.
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S1 Northeast Apron Reconstruction Phase I
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S7 Parking Lot Pavement Maintenance (Main Lot)

S12 / S18 Rehabilitate Runway 3/21 and Reconfigure Taxiway A

S14 Rehabilitate Terminal Access Road

S17 / M1 Northeast Apron Reconstruction Phase II

M2 / M5 / M7 Rehabilitate Tower Apron

M4 / M8 Construct New Taxilanes Phase II

M11 / L3 Western Development Area

L8 / L9 Terminal and FBO Apron Rehabilitation

L13 / L14 Taxiway G Reconstruction

L15 / L16 Construct New GA Taxilanes

Figure 1.1:	 Overall Airport Development Plan
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