Pocatello Regional Airport
Airport Master Plan Update

CHAPTER 1
EXISTING CONDITIONS
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5070-6B; Airport Master
Plans, outlines the necessary steps in the development of an airport Master Plan. The initial step
in documenting the master planning process is the identification of an airport’s existing conditions.
This involves the collection of planning data pertinent to an airport and the area it serves. The
objective of the existing conditions task for Pocatello Regional Airport is to provide background
information for subsequent phases of analysis.
The existing conditions information is obtained through:




on-site investigations of the Airport
interviews with Airport management, Airport users/stakeholders, Air Traffic Control Tower
staff, and other tenants or interested parties
the collection and analysis of previous reports and studies, as well as guidelines for airport
development

In addition, a survey of tenants’ facilities and plans is conducted during on-site interviews. A
glossary of terms used throughout this master plan is provided in Appendix A; Glossary.
This chapter is organized into sections as follows:







1.1

A background section describes the history, location, and weather conditions of the Airport
site. Additional information is provided regarding other studies and regulations that
influence Airport development.
An airside (or airfield) facilities section describes the property of the Airport used for aircraft
movement. These facilities include runways, taxiways, aprons, and the navigational aids to
support aircraft operation.
A terminal facilities section describes the commercial passenger terminal. These facilities
include aircraft gates, passenger holdrooms, check-in counters, concessions, and other
uses within the terminal.
A landside facilities section describes the uses of the land surrounding the airfield and
passenger terminal. Uses of this land include roadways and parking lots, as well as
facilities for industries, fixed base operators, air cargo, and Airport operations.
An environs section briefly describes the land use and activities surrounding the Airport.
A final section describes the kinds of studies that will be made to evaluate the Airport’s role
on the environment.

BACKGROUND

The Airport is located about five miles west of the City of Pocatello and lies within the external
boundaries of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. The Airport property was a former U.S. Army Air
Base constructed in the early 1940s and converted into a public regional airport in 1949.

Existing Conditions

1-1

Final 2012

Pocatello Regional Airport
Airport Master Plan Update

The City of Pocatello is in the southeastern part of Idaho approximately 65 miles north of the Utah
border. The City is approximately 230 miles southeast of Boise, Idaho (the State Capital), as well
as being approximately 50 miles southwest of Idaho Falls, the location of the next closest
commercial service airport.
1.1.1

Airport History

The Airport traces its roots to World War II, when the U.S. Army opened Pocatello Army Airfield in
1943. This camp was constructed as a heavy bomber (B-17 and B-24) training base. The U.S.
Army Airfield was deemed surplus property in 1949 and the City of Pocatello acquired 3,200 acres
from the U.S. Army to build a new airport.
The years after World War II brought population and economic growth to the area. For a brief time
in 1962, Pocatello was the largest city in Idaho. Manufacturing, education, and agriculture are the
largest local employers.
1.1.2

Airport Location, Setting, and Meteorological Conditions

An airport is defined by its location relative to other landmarks, transportation corridors, and
geography, as well as the context and environment in which it operates. These factors are
described in this section.

1.1.2.1 Location
The Airport is located approximately five miles northwest of downtown Pocatello, in Power County,
at an elevation of approximately one mile above sea level. The Airport site is about five miles west
of Interstate 15 and adjacent to Interstate 86, see Figure 1-1. The terminal and general aviation
facilities are accessible via Interstate 86, which runs south of the Airport boundary.

1.1.2.2 Setting
Pocatello, Idaho has a rich history, which started with the Shoshone and Bannock Native
Americans living in the region. In 1834, the Fort Hall trading post was established on the Oregon
Trail, shortly after gold was discovered and brought settlers to the area. Since that time, Pocatello
has become the fourth-largest city in the State of Idaho. Pocatello is the home of Idaho State
University, Portneuf Medical Center, ON Semiconductor, Heinz frozen foods, and Convergys
Business Services. According to the United States Census Bureau, the City has a total area of
approximately 28 square miles and is estimated to have 53,932 residents in 2009.
The Airport provides aviation access to national destinations via commercial and private aircraft
services. The Airport serves an important military training role, as well as general aviation activity.
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Figure 1-1
AIRPORT LOCATION MAP

Pocatello Regional
Airport

City Center

Source: RS&H, 2012

1.1.2.3 Meteorological Conditions
A review of the prevailing meteorological conditions is necessary to assist in the evaluation of
aircraft performance characteristics at the Airport. Temperature, precipitation, winds, visibility, and
cloud ceiling heights are elements used to analyze an area’s climate for airport planning purposes.
The climate of Pocatello can be characterized as continental, due to large seasonal temperature
fluctuations, with warm to hot summers and cold winters. Winters are cold, severe at times, but
snowfall is rare. Summers are hot and humid with warm evenings. The mean annual temperature
is 47° Fahrenheit (F), with an average annual snowfall of 1.2 inches and an average annual rainfall
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of 12 inches. The wettest season is the Spring. The average high temperature is 60° F, with the
hottest month typically being August (90° F).
1.1.3

Airport Role and Service Area

Pocatello Regional Airport is open for public-use providing facilities for commercial, general
aviation, and military traffic. In 2010, the Airport was ranked the 330th busiest in the nation in
terms of passenger enplanements and the sixth busiest commercial service airport in Idaho.
Pocatello Regional Airport is an integral part of the Idaho Airport System Plan (IASP) and is
designated as a commercial service airport.

1.1.3.1 National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS)
An airport must be included in the NPIAS to be eligible for Federal funding under the Airport
Improvement Program. The FAA reviews the NPIAS every two years and identifies the public-use
airports that are considered necessary to provide a safe, efficient, and organized system to meet
the needs of civil aviation, national defense, and the United States Postal Service. The NPIAS
also takes into consideration the relationship of each airport to the rest of the transportation system
in a particular area, the forecast of technological developments in aeronautics, and the
development forecast in other modes of transportation. The Airport is classified in the current
NPIAS as a Primary/Non-Hub commercial service airport. Primary/Non-Hub airports are those
FAA regulated airports that enplane less than 0.05 percent of all commercial passenger
enplanements, but more than 10,000 annual enplanements. Appendix B; National Plan of
Integrated Airport Systems, presents a detailed description of the NPIAS.

1.1.3.2 Airport Classification/Certification
The Airport is designated as a Part 139 Certificated Airport. Within the Part 139 classification,
airports are categorized into four classes. Pocatello Regional Airport is defined as a Class I
airport, which means it serves all types of scheduled flights of air carrier passenger aircraft
designated for at least 31 seats and any other type of commercial operation.
Pocatello Regional Airport operates as a Class I airport with scheduled airline services provided by
SkyWest/Delta Connection. The current scheduled airline service is on Embraer EMB 120ER
Brasilia aircraft. On occasion, the Airport accommodates charter operations using various
equipment to including, but not limited to, Boeing 737 and Bombardier CRJ aircraft.
In addition, the Airport serves as a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) firefighting base, which
provides full services for contracted air tankers. Therefore, the Airport will see large and very large
air tanker aircraft such as the C-130-Hercules (MAFFS), Canadair L-215/415, PBY-Catalina, P2VNeptune, and P3-Orion.
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1.1.3.3 Adjacent Airports and Services
An important part of detailing the issues and existing conditions at an airport is the examination of
neighboring airports and the services they offer. This includes both public and private use airports
that may have an impact on regional airspace and aviation demand. Figure 1-2 and Table 1-1
depict the location of commercial service and general aviation airports within 150 miles of
Pocatello.
Pocatello Regional Airport is one of six commercial service airports in Idaho with scheduled
passenger flights. Within a 150 mile radius of the Airport, there are eight Idaho general aviation
airports (See Table 1-2). Due to the drive-time proximity, these general aviation airports often may
have an influence on the Airport Service Area in terms of airfield facilities, navigational aids, aircraft
services, and pilot accommodations.
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Figure 1-2
AIRPORTS WITHIN THE POCATELLO REGION

Source: RS&H, 2012
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Table 1-1
SURROUNDING COMMERCIAL SERVICE AIRPORTS
Identi
-fier

Airport

City

BOI

Boise Air
Terminal/Gowen
Field

Boise

IDA

Idaho Falls
Regional

LWS

Runways

Instrument
Approaches

Length

Based
A/C

Annual
Operations

10L/28R
10R/28L

10,000 ft. x 150 ft.
9,763 ft. x 150 ft.

ILS, GPS,
VOR/DME

164

129,004

Idaho Falls

02/20
17/35

9,002 ft. x 150 ft.
4,051 ft. x 75 ft.

ILS, GPS,
NDB,
VOR

146

40,747

Lewiston-New
Perce County

Lewiston

08/26
12/30

6,511 ft. x 150 ft.
5,002 ft. x 100 ft.

ILS, GPS,
VOR

130

29,383

PIH

Pocatello
Regional

Pocatello

03/21
17/35

9,060 ft. x 150 ft.
7,150 ft. x 100 ft.

ILS, GPS,
VOR/DME

67

40,849

SUN

Friedman
Memorial

Hailey

13/31

7,550 ft. x 100 ft.

GPS,
NDB/DME

147

44,237

TWF

Joslin Field –
Magic Valley
Regional

Twin Falls

07/25
12/30

8,703 ft. x 150 ft.
3,224 ft. x 75 ft.

ILS, GPS,
NDB,
VOR/DME

102

37,479

JAC

Jackson Hole

Jackson Hole

1/19

6,300 ft x 150 ft

ILS, GPS,
VOR/DME

52

28,991

Source: FAA Airport Database, FAA 5010 Form, Airport, 2010

Table 1-2
SURROUNDING GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS

Ident.

Airport

City

Runways

Length

Instruments
Approaches

Based
A/C

Annual
Operations

BMC

Brigham City

Brigham
City

17/35

8,900 ft x 100 ft.

GPS

82

23,574

BYI

Burley Municipal

Burley

2/20
6/24

4,094 ft. x 80 ft.
4,067 ft. x 75 ft.

VOR, GPS,
LOC

90

27,750

JER

Jerome County

Jerome

9/27

5,001 ft. x 75 ft.

GPS,
VOR/DME

54

LGU

Logan-Cache

Logan

115

72,828

Ogden-Hinckley

Ogden

9,010 ft. x 100 ft.
5,005 ft. x 75 ft.
8,103 ft. x 150 ft.
5,195 ft. x 100 ft.
3,618 ft. x 150 ft.

ILS, GPS

OGD

17/35
10/28
3/21
16/34
7/25

ILS, GPS,
VOR

237

72,043

PNA

Ralph Wenz Field
Airport

Pinedale

11/29

8,900 ft. x 100 ft.

VOR, GPS

17

3,985

REX

Rexburg-Madison

Rexburg

17/35

4,200 ft. x 75 ft.

VOR, GPS

81

31,150

U02

McCarley Field

Blackfoot

1/19

4,314 ft. x 75 ft.

None

72

119,700

25,510

Source: FAA Airport Database, FAA 5010 Form, Airport, 2010
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1.1.4

Prior, Ongoing, and Interrelated Studies, Projects, and Initiatives

The following list provides a summary of recent and ongoing studies that may influence
development at the Airport. These studies are used during the analysis of existing conditions to
provide essential background information regarding the Airport, including previously identified
areas of specific concern regarding future facility development.


Pocatello Regional Airport Master Plan Update – February 2000 - Coffman Associates
prepared the previous Airport Master Plan Update. The purpose of the study was to
determine future Airport development needs. This Master Plan Study replaces the 2000
document because of the many changes that have occurred in aviation, particularly
regarding security and air service.



Pocatello Regional Airport Master Development Plan – September 2004 - Mitchell
Nelson Group Inc., prepared a master development plan for the non-aviation properties at
Pocatello Regional Airport. The plan defines industrial activities and commercial trade that
are acceptable at the Airport location.



City of Pocatello Comprehensive Plan - January 2003 - The Pocatello City Council
updated their comprehensive plan in 2003. It is a community derived, consensus
document, which reflects the citizens' coordinated visions concerning the economic,
physical, and social development of Pocatello.



Idaho Airport System Plan (IASP) – 2009 – Wilbur Smith Associates prepared the IASP
for the Idaho Transportation Department in order to quantify the total economic impacts of
the statewide aviation system. As part of this effort, the future development of Pocatello
Regional Airport was considered.



Power County Comprehensive Plan – June 2009 - Power County Board of
Commissioners updated its long-range plan for the physical development of Power County
in 2009. The plan serves as a guide for making land use changes, preparation of
implementing land use ordinances, preparation of budget programs, and coordinating the
rate, timing, and location of future growth.

Note that many other Federal, state, and local planning, strategy, and other documents will also
help guide the planning process. The above list is not meant to be exclusive; rather, it serves as a
starting point for this analysis.
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1.2

AIRSIDE FACILITIES

This section provides an inventory of major airside facilities. Information was obtained through onsite investigations of the Airport, as well as interviews with Airport staff, fixed base operators, Air
Traffic Control personnel, and other users and stakeholders. Further, previous Airport records
were collected and analyzed.
The general configuration of the Airport, along with the location of major facility and infrastructure
features, is shown in Figure 1-3. The airside facilities include the system of runways, taxiways,
navigational/lighting aids, and imaginary airspace surfaces used to accommodate the landing and
takeoff of aircraft.
1.2.1

Airport Property

The Airport property totals approximately 3,365 acres, of which ± 2,643 acres are for aeronautical
purposes.
1.2.2

Runway System

The number of runways provided at an airport depends largely on the volume of traffic, while the
orientation of the runways depends on the direction of the prevailing wind patterns. The size and
shape of the area available for development, as well as land-use or airspace restrictions near the
Airport, is dependent on the runway length and orientation. In general, runways and connecting
taxiways are arranged to provide adequate separation between aircraft in the traffic pattern; cause
the least interference in taxiing, landing, and takeoff operations; and provide the shortest taxi
distance from the terminal area to the runway ends.
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Figure 1-3
DESCRIPTIVE AIRPORT AERIAL

.
Source: RS&H, 2012

The existing runway configuration at Pocatello Regional Airport is considered an “Open V.” The
primary runway (Runway 03/21) is a northeast-southwest oriented runway. Runway 03/21 is 9,060
feet long by 150 feet wide and is designed to accommodate Airport Reference Code (ARC) D-IV
group aircraft. This runway is served by a parallel taxiway (Taxiway A) serving the south side of
the runway with connector taxiways B, C, D, E, and F connecting the runway to the ramp and
terminal area.
The crosswind runway (Runway 17/35) is oriented north-south. It is 7,150 feet long by 100 feet
wide and designed to accommodate ARC C-III group aircraft. Taxiway A serves the Runway 35
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end, while Taxiway G serves the Runway 17 end, by providing access to the ramp and terminal
area. There are no other taxiways serving this runway. The general characteristics of the runways
are summarized in Table 1-3.
Table 1-3
EXISTING RUNWAY TABLE
Items
Runway Length
Threshold Displacement
Runway Width
Runway Gradient
Pavement Type

3
9,060'
None
150'
0.05%
Asphalt/Porous
Friction
Courses

Runways
21
17
9,060'
7,150’
None
None
150'
100'
0.05%
0.08%
Asphalt/Porous
Friction
Asphalt
Courses

35
7,150’
None
100'
0.08%
Asphalt

Pavement Strength
Single Wheel Gear

100,000 lbs

100,000 lbs

60,000 lbs

60,000 lbs

Dual Wheel Gear

160,000 lbs

160,000 lbs

Dual Tandem Wheel Gear

265,000 lbs

265,000 lbs

Runway Lighting

HIRL

HIRL

MIRL

MIRL

Runway Marking

Non-Precision

Precision

Visual

Visual

Visual Aids

VASI, ODALS,
REILs

MALSR,
REILS

PAPI

PAPI

Airport Reference Code

D-IV

D-IV

C-III

C-III

Approach Ratio

34:1

50:1

20:1

20:1

1,000’ x 1,700’
x 1,510’

1,000’ x 2,500’
x 1,750’

500’ x 1,700’
x 1,010’

500’ x 1,700’
x 1,010’

Runway Protection Zone

Source: FAA Airport Database, FAA 5010 Form, Airport, 2010
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1.2.3

Taxiway Systems

The primary function of a taxiway system is to provide access between runways and the apron
areas. The taxiways should be located so that aircraft exiting the runway will have minimal
interference with aircraft entering the runway or remaining in the traffic pattern. Taxiways expedite
aircraft departures from runways and increase operational safety and efficiency.
There are seven separate taxiways at Pocatello Regional Airport: Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta,
Echo, Foxtrot, and Gulf. All of these taxiways are equipped with a lighting system. A taxiway
summary is shown in Table 1-4.
Table 1-4
EXISTING TAXIWAY DATA
Taxiways (By Major Designation Grouping)
Item
A

B

C

D

03/21 & 17/35

03/21

03/21

03/21

Length

10,860’

425’

425’

425’

Width

75’

140’

75’

95’

Surface Type

Asphalt

Asphalt

Asphalt

Asphalt

Edge Lighting

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Pavement Markings

Centerline

Centerline

Centerline

Centerline

Movement/NonMovement Area

Movement

Movement

Movement

Movement

Runway Served

Taxiways (By Major Designation Grouping)
Item
E

F

G

03/21

03/21

17/35

Length

560’

425’

7,179’

Width

75’

85’

50’

Surface Type

Asphalt

Asphalt

Asphalt

Edge Lighting

Yes

Yes

No

Centerline

Centerline

Centerline

Runway Served

Pavement Markings

Movement/Non
Movement
Movement
Movement Area
Source: FAA Airport Database, FAA 5010 Form, Airport, 2010
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1.2.4

Aircraft Parking Aprons

Aircraft aprons provide areas for aircraft maneuvering to-and-from the taxiway system; support air
carrier operations for both aircraft and support vehicles; offer transient aircraft parking; allow based
aircraft tie-down and storage; and supply ramp area for conducting flight line services including
aircraft fueling. There is one ramp area, which includes an area for air carriers and general
aviation aircraft. The existing aprons by function and size are described below and shown on
Table 1-5.


The air carrier apron measures approximately 51,000 square yards in size and surrounds
the existing commercial service terminal building. The air carrier apron can accommodate
several commercial aircraft. This apron is adjacent to Taxiway A, which is continuous and
parallel to the entire apron area.



The general aviation apron is north of the air carrier apron and is parallel to Runway 03/21.
This apron is approximately 274,000 square yards and serves both based and itinerant
general aviation aircraft. There is a small portion of general aviation apron on the south
side of the air carrier apron, which is approximately 18,000 square yards. In total there are
approximately 292,000 square yards of general aviation apron available on the Airport.
Existing buildings and hangars border nearly all of the 5,500 linear feet (excluding air carrier
apron) of apron area. This building-site apron is adjacent to Taxiway A, which is continuous
and parallel to the entire apron area.

Table 1-5
EXISTING AIRCRAFT PARKING AREA DATA
Apron

Size

Pavement Condition

Air Carrier

51,380 square yards

Excellent

General Aviation

291,981 square yards

Very Good – Fair

Total

343,361 square yards

Source: PCI 2003, and Airport, 2010
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1.2.5

Pavement Condition Index (PCI)

The Airport’s paved airfield surface totals nearly 539,801 square yards (approximately 111 acres),
with pavement conditions ranging from excellent to poor. The Airport conducts PCI surveys as
necessary with the most recent survey completed in August 2003.
The PCI is a visual analysis of the existing pavement surface conditions and serves as the
baseline for progressive PCI projections and ultimately a Pavement Management Plan. PCI values
range from zero, representing pavement that has failed and is no longer usable, to 100, which
represent new pavement in pristine condition. The PCI values are further broken-down into a
color-coded numeric index indicating the type of pavement repair anticipated; including
reconstruction (0 to 40), major rehabilitation (40 to 75), or preventative maintenance (75 to 100).
Specific Airport pavement conditions are identified below.


Runway 3/21 is asphalt, porous friction course construction and generally is in excellent
condition.



Runway 17/35 is of asphalt construction and generally is in very good condition.



The aprons, which are also asphalt construction, are generally in excellent to very good
condition. The exception is a small section on the northeast side of the general aviation apron,
which is in fair condition.

The runway, taxiway, and apron pavement conditions resulting from the PCI inspection are
illustrated on Figure 1-4.
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Source: Pavement Management Program, November, 2003.

Figure 1-4

EXISTING PAVEMENT CONDITION
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1.2.6

Visual Aids

Visual aids are necessary components to facilitate an airport’s flight operations and enhance safety
during periods of inclement weather and/or darkness by providing guidance to pilots in the air and
on the ground. Additional information regarding visual aids can be found in Appendix C, Visual
and Navigation Aids. Visual Aids at Pocatello Regional Airport include a rotating beacon, runway
lighting systems, taxiway lighting systems, approach lighting systems, airfield markings, and airfield
signage.

1.2.6.1 Rotating Beacon
The rotating beacon consists of an alternating white and green light that identifies the facility as a
civilian land airport. Rotating beacons are used to guide pilots to airports and are normally
operated from dusk to dawn. If the beacon is on during other hours, it typically indicates an airport
is operating under instrument flight rules.

1.2.6.2 Runway Lighting Systems
Runway lighting is specifically placed on the airfield to guide pilots in taking-off or landing aircraft
during the night or other times of low visibility. The runways at the Pocatello Regional Airport have
the following types of lighting:


Runway End Identifier Lights (REIL) are installed on Runway 17/35. REILs consist of high
intensity white strobe lights placed on each side of the runway to enable rapid and positive
identification of the runway’s threshold.



High Intensity Runway Lights (HIRL) are marker lights bordering a runway’s side. Runway
03/21 is equipped with HIRLs, which are the brightest type of lights bordering runways.



Medium Intensity Runway Lights (MIRL) are marker lights bordering a runway’s side.
Runway 17/35 is equipped with MIRLs.

1.2.6.3 Approach Lighting Systems
An Approach Lighting System is a marker installed on the approach end of a runway and consists
of a series of lightbars, or a combination of strobe lights that extend outward from the runway end.
A medium-intensity approach lighting system with runway alignment indicator lights (MALSR) is
installed on Runway 21. Runway 3 is equipped with omni-directional approach lights (ODAL). This
lighting system provides guidance to pilots by radiating light beams in a directional pattern, so a
landing aircraft can be aligned with the extended centerline of the runway.

1.2.6.4 Visual Glide Slope Indicators
Visual Approach Slope Indicators (VASI) are installed on Runway 03. VASIs provide visual,
vertical guidance information during landing. The standard VASI consists of two sets of lights,
which are usually set 20-feet apart. The system is designed so that lights appear either as red or
white depending on the viewing angle from the aircraft. When a pilot is approaching at the correct
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angle, the first set of lights will appear white, while the second set will appear red. All white means
the pilot is too high, while all red means the pilot is too low and below the airport’s glide slope. The
VASI is the FAA’s responsibility for upkeep.

1.2.6.5 Precision Approach Path Indicators
Precision Approach Path Indicators (PAPI) are installed on Runway Ends 21, 17, and 35. PAPIs
also provide pilots with visual guidance information during landing. This system gives indication
that is more precise to the pilot of the approach path of the aircraft and utilizes only one bar. PAPI
consists of four lights on either side of the approach runway. The lighting indications consist of a
series of white and/or red lights to indicate the aircraft’s position relative to the approach path. The
PAPI system has two or four lights installed on far and near bars. The PAPI is located on the left
side of the runway and can be seen up to 5 miles during the day and 20 miles at night.

1.2.6.6 Other Airfield Lighting
Obstruction lighting is used to mark hazards and is meant to be visible to pilots and not a
disturbance to people on the ground. It is important to note that all other airport lighting, such as,
lighting for aprons, parking areas, roadways, fuel storage areas, and buildings should be adjusted
or shielded to prevent interference with air traffic control and aircraft operations.
There are seven obstruction lights on the Airport. These lighted obstructions are located in the
following areas:





The localizer and glide slope structure is located near the approach end of Runway 21.
The Automated Weather Observation System (ASOS) unit is located midfield.
The Air Traffic Control Tower is located adjacent to the passenger terminal.
There are three lighted windsocks near the approach ends of Runway 3/21 and one located
in the midfield.

1.2.6.7 Airfield Markings
Runway Markings may vary depending on whether the runway is used exclusively for visual flight
rule or instrument flight rule operations. A visual approach runway, such as Runway 17/35, is
typically marked with the runway designator numbers and a dashed white centerline. Threshold,
aiming point markings, and touchdown zone markings are added to a visual runway to create a
precision approach runway, such as on Runway 03/21.

1.2.6.8 Airfield Signage
Taxiway and Runway Guidance Signs are provided at most airports. All airfield signs are placed in
accordance with the FAA-approved Airport Sign and Marking Plan and meet the standards of FAA
Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5340-18, Standards for Airport Sign Systems. There are six types of
signs installed on airfields: mandatory instruction signs, location signs, direction signs, destination
signs, information signs, and runway distance remaining signs. The FAA standards for the location
and installation of signs on airport runways and taxiways depend on the type of runway. Both
runways at Pocatello Regional Airport have the following signs:
Existing Conditions
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Distance Remaining Signs (black box with white numbers) - These signs use a single
number to indicate the thousands of feet remaining before the end-of-runway, for example,
“5” would indicate 5,000-feet remaining.



Mandatory Instruction Signs (white on red) - These show entrances to runways or critical
areas. Vehicles and aircraft are required to stop at these signs until the air traffic control
tower gives clearance to proceed.



Runway Signs (white text on a red background) - These identify a runway intersection
ahead.



Location Signs (yellow on black background) - These identify the runway or taxiway that an
aircraft is currently on or may be entering.



Direction Signs (black on yellow) - These identify the intersecting taxiways the aircraft is
approaching, with an arrow indicating the direction to turn.

1.2.7

Navigational Aids

Navigational aids, commonly referred to as NAVAIDs, assist the pilot with enroute navigation and
approaches into and out of airports. Additional information on NAVAIDS can be found in
Appendix C, Visual and Navigational Aids. There are currently four types of navigational aids
used at the Airport: 1) an Instrument Landing System (ILS), 2) a very high frequency omnidirectional range distance measuring equipment (VORDME), and 3) a Global Positioning System
(GPS).
1.2.8

Aeronautical Environment

Pocatello Regional Airport operates within the aeronautical environment associated with the local,
regional, and national system of airports. The aeronautical environment includes the surrounding
airspace and the type of aeronautical activities that take place within the airspace, including aircraft
arrivals and departures.

1.2.8.1 National Airspace System
The National Airspace System consists of various classifications of airspace that are regulated by
the FAA. Airspace classification is necessary to ensure the safety of all aircraft utilizing the
facilities during periods of inclement weather, with the primary function of airspace classification
being the separation of Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) and Visual Flight Rules (VFR) traffic. Pilots
flying in controlled airspace are subject to Air Traffic Control (ATC) requirements and must either
follow IFR or VFR regulations. These regulations, which include combinations of operating rules,
aircraft equipment, and pilot certification, vary depending on the class of airspace and are
described in Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 71, Designations of Class A, Class B, Class
C, Class D, and Class E Airspace Areas, Airways, Routes, Reporting Points, and FAR Part 91,
General Operating and Flight Rules. Each of the classes of airspace can be classified as
controlled, uncontrolled, special use, or other airspace. A detailed description of the National
Airspace System is provided in Appendix D, National Airspace System.
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1.2.8.2 Regional Airspace System
Airspace associated with Pocatello Regional Airport is depicted in the Salt Lake City Sectional
Aeronautical Chart, shown in Figure 1-5. Local airspace surrounding the Airport is designated as
Class D Airspace. The airspace consists of the immediate airspace with a horizontal radius within
five miles from the surface up to an altitude of 2,500 feet.

Figure 1-5
AERONAUTICAL SECTIONAL CHART

Pocatello Regional Airport

Source: FAA Salt Lake City Sectional Aeronautical Chart, 2010

1.2.8.3 Salt Lake City Air Route Traffic Control Center
Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCC) are established primarily to provide air traffic service to
aircraft operating under IFR on flight plans within controlled airspace, including airways and jet
routes, and principally during the en route phase of flight. In addition, ARTCC can provide
approach control services to non-towered airports and to non-terminal radar approach control
airports.
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Pocatello Regional Airport is contained within the Salt Lake City ARTCC area of responsibility. Salt
Lake City ARTCC is one of 21 ARTCCs located throughout the United States. Each of these
centers is responsible for controlling en route traffic over the United States and parts of the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans in a definitive amount of geographical area that can be in excess of 100,000
square miles.

1.2.8.4 Air Traffic Control Tower
Air traffic in the vicinity of the Airport is controlled by the Pocatello Regional Airport Air Traffic
Control Tower (ATCT). The ATCT operates from 6:00 am to 10:00 pm daily. The ATCT controllers
maintain all air to ground communications and visual signaling within five nautical miles and up to
2,500 feet above elevation of the Airport. Additionally, these controllers are responsible for
directing ground movement of all aircraft and vehicles on the runway and taxiway system.
Instrument arrivals and departures are normally controlled by the Salt Lake Center.
The ATCT is located to the northeast of the commercial service passenger terminal. According to
ATCT records, the busiest month for 2010 was September. However, in 2009 the busiest month
was July. The Pocatello Regional Air Traffic controllers estimate that Runway 3/21 is used 80
percent of the time and Runway 17/35 the remaining 20 percent.

1.2.8.5 Local Airspace
The Airport has a standard traffic pattern (a standard traffic pattern is considered to be left-hand
traffic). The ATCT does impose instrument departure procedures primarily to clear a radio
transmission tower located adjacent to the Airport. The departure procedure for the Airport is as
follows:





Take off Runway 2: Climb heading 028 to 5,500 feet, then climb left turn 7,500 via heading
234 and PIH R-269 to KNURL INT, to assigned route/fix.
Take off Runway 35: Climb heading 343 to 5,500 feet, then climb left turn 7,500 via
heading 234 and PIH R-269 to KNURL INT, to assigned route/fix.
Take off Runway 17: Climbing right turn to 7,500 feet via PIH R-269 to KNURL INT, to
assigned route/fix.
Take off Runway 35: Climbing right turn to 7,500 feet via PIH R-269 to KNURL INT, to
assigned route/fix.

1.2.8.6 Automated Surface Observation System
The Automated Surface Observation System (ASOS) unit is operated and controlled by the FAA.
It is located in the infield between Runways 03/21 and 17/35. This system reports current weather
conditions at hourly intervals, but also reports special observations, if weather conditions change
rapidly. Pilots can request information from the system to obtain current Airport weather.
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1.2.8.7 Instrument Approaches
Instrument procedures associated with an airport can include Standard Terminal Arrivals (STAR),
Standard Instrument Departures (SID), or Instrument Approach Procedures. The Pocatello
Regional Airport is served by a variety of published instrument approaches. These instrument
approaches are identified in Table 1-6. The ILS is a precision approach navigational aid that
provides highly accurate course, glide slope, and distance guidance information to a given runway.

Table 1-6
PUBLISHED INSTRUMENT PROCEDURES

Name

Procedure Type

Ceiling in Feet
Above Ground
Level (AGL)

Visibility
Minimum

Loc Rwy 21

Non-Precision Approach

300

½ NM

ILS Rwy 21

Precision Approach

200

½ NM

RNAV (GPS) Rwy 03

Non-Precision Approach

300

1 NM

RNAV (GPS) Rwy 21

Non-Precision Approach

200

3/4

VOR/DME Rwy 21

Non-Precision Approach

400

½ NM

VOR Rwy 03

Non-Precision Approach

500

1 NM

NM

Source: Airnav, 2010
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1.3

COMMERCIAL SERVICE PASSENGER TERMINAL FACILITIES

The Pocatello Regional Airport commercial service passenger terminal has been renovated and
expanded several times over the Airport’s history. The most recent renovation and expansion was
completed in 2010 and officially opened in January 2011. Floor plans of the terminal are shown in
Figure 1-6 and Figure 1-7. The functional square foot areas associated with these floor plans are
shown in Table 1-7.
Table 1-7
EXISTING TERMINAL SQUARE FOOT AREAS
Terminal Area

Square Feet

Airline offices

1,020

Airline check-in counters

630

Airport Administration

8,050

Baggage Claim

3,275

Baggage Screening

2,955

Departure areas

5,830

Concessions

2,135

TSA

660

Rental car counters

920

Restrooms - public

1,200

Other

12,115

Total terminal area

38,790

Source: RS&H, 2011
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Figure 1-6
PASSENGER TERMINAL FLOOR PLAN – FIRST LEVEL

Existing Conditions

1-23

Final 2012

Pocatello Regional Airport
Airport Master Plan Update

Figure 1-7
PASSENGER TERMINAL FLOOR PLAN – SECOND LEVEL
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1.3.1

Navigational Aids

Delta/SkyWest Airlines is currently the only regularly scheduled operator at the passenger terminal.
The recently renovated passenger hold room now has the ability to serve two gates.
1.3.2

Airline Check-in Counters

There are currently two counter positions within the check-in hall. One counter position is not
currently assigned to an airline. In addition to the counter positions, there are four self-service
check-in kiosks. The self-service kiosks are in front of the counter positions.
1.3.3

Checked Baggage Security Screening

Checked baggage security screening is currently conducted behind the airline counter positions.
The passenger must first check-in with their carrier and then their baggage is placed on a conveyor
belt behind the airline check-in counter and carried to the Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) personnel. The TSA screens the baggage and then puts the baggage into the airline’s
outbound baggage carts.
There is one CT-80 type baggage-screening device used in baggage screening. In addition, there
is one Trace Detection System (TDS) table within the checked baggage security screening room.
1.3.4

Passenger Security Screening

There is currently one passenger security screening checkpoint. The checkpoint has one security
screening lane.

1.3.5

Passenger Departure Areas

There is one departure area within the terminal, which has been newly renovated. It is
approximately 5,830 square feet. The departure area is an open plan so that passengers have
maximum visibility of all the gate counters and are able to move around at their leisure. There are
also bathrooms available to passenger within the departure area. There is a display in the west
corner of the departure area with images and memorabilia depicting the history of Pocatello when it
was a World War II US Army Air Base. This display offers passengers a point of interest to visit
while waiting to depart.

1.3.6

Baggage Claim

The existing baggage claim area has one sloped-plate baggage claim device that is shared
between the airlines. The baggage claim device has a presentation frontage of approximately 25
linear feet. The baggage claim device is located at the far east-side of the terminal, the area for
baggage claim measures approximately 1,900 square feet.
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1.3.7

Rental Car Facilities

There are three on-airport rental car agencies (Avis, Budget, and Hertz), which occupy terminal
counter space and share approximately 100 vehicle parking spaces within a separate parking area
to the east of the terminal building. Each rental car agency services its vehicles in an independent
facility on or near the Airport.
1.3.8

Terminal Curb Fronts

The commercial service passenger terminal has a one level vehicle curb front where both the
enplaning and the deplaning passengers are served. The roadway that passes in front of the
terminal has three lanes. The lane immediately adjacent to the terminal is wider than the others
and is used by passengers and other terminal visitors to load and unload passengers and
baggage. No parking is allowed at the curb unless the driver remains with the vehicle. There is a
designated length of curb near the central entrance to the terminal reserved for the parking of hotel
shuttle buses. The terminal curb measures approximately 325 feet in length. The middle lane out
from the terminal is used as a maneuvering lane to access the lane adjacent to the terminal. The
third lane is the through lane in front of the terminal.
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1.4

LANDSIDE FACILITIES

The Airport landside consists of roadway access to the Airport and particularly the commercial
service passenger terminal, passenger/employee parking lots, rental car ready/return spaces,
general aviation vehicular parking, and publicly accessible Airport buildings. Landside also refers
to the various tenant facilities and other uses of Airport land as addressed in this section.
1.4.1

Surface Access

Convenient, simple, and efficient airport surface access is an integral part of an airport system.
Airport surface access can consist of connecting roadways, railways, bikeways, and walk paths
that enable users to enter and exit the landside facilities and parking facilities. Surface access at
the Airport is comprised of four elements: off-airport access roads, on-airport circulation, vehicular
parking, and rail access. Surface access in the vicinity of the Airport is shown in Figure 1-8.
1.4.1.1 Off-Airport Access
The primary means of travel to the Airport consists of personal automobiles, taxicabs, or rental cars
(see Figure 1-8). There is no public mass transit available at the Airport; however, there is freight
rail access. The major regional roadway that serves the Airport is Interstate 86 (I-86). The Airport
is located to the north of I-86. I-86 connects the Airport with the City of Pocatello, as well as
Chubbuck to the east and Twin Falls and Boise to the west. The Union Pacific Railroad Company
owns and operates the rail line that runs adjacent to I-86. This rail line runs from Chicago through
the City of Pocatello to the Pacific Coast.
The primary access from I-86 to the Airport by vehicle is on Airport Way. Airport Way is the main
access point to the terminal loop road and to all aviation and non-aviation properties. The primary
access from the Union Pacific Railroad line is adjacent to the Airport Way exit. The rail line has a
spur line that branches off and travels under I-86 onto Airport property.

1.4.1.2 Off-Airport Circulation
On-Airport circulation consists of both public access roads and non-public service roads. The
public roads provide access not only to the passenger terminal, but also to the general aviation and
non-aviation facilities (see Figure 1-9 and 1-10).
The layout of the on-airport roadway system is considered a “grid” pattern, originally laid out as
part of the U.S. Army Air Base. The grid pattern roadways are streets at right angle to each other
creating a very organized area.
Streets laid out north-south are named after aircraft
manufacturers, such as Mooney, Beechcraft, Piper, Cessna, Bell, and Boeing avenues. Streets
laid out east-west are named after aircraft types such as Thunderbolt, Fortress, and Mustang
roads.
Airport Way, as it loops around the passenger terminal, is a two-lane road that provides principal
access to the terminal area. This section of roadway is approximately one mile long. There are
approximately 20 gated vehicle access points providing secured and monitored vehicle
entrance/exit onto the airfield, primarily for emergency access, while nine are primarily used for
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tenant access to the apron and hangar areas. These same roads and access points are also used
by Airport maintenance crews to gain access with machinery and service equipment.
The Airport does not have a complete perimeter roadway system outside the Runway Object Free
Areas for service vehicle and machinery access to other parts of the airfield. However, access to
the west side of the Airport is done so by Syphon Road.
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Figure 1-8
AIRPORT ACCESS

Source: RS&H, 2012
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1.4.2

Vehicle Parking

Pocatello Regional Airport currently provides surface parking locations for passengers with vehicle
access from Airport Way. The main passenger terminal parking lots provide 630 spaces in total.
The Airport’s passenger parking system is divided into short-term and long-term lots. A layout of
the parking locations is provided in Figure 1-9.
Parking at the Airport is free; the Airport administration provides this service as an incentive for
passengers to fly out of Pocatello Regional Airport.

1.4.2.1 Main Passenger Parking Lots
The short-term parking lot is located directly south of the terminal building and has a capacity of
100 spaces. Access to the short-term parking lot is provided from Airport Way. Exits from the
short-term parking lot are provided via Thunderbolt Avenue, and traffic is then directed back onto
Airport Way.
The long-term parking lot is located south of the short-term lot. There are 203 long-term parking
spaces available. Access to the long-term parking is provided along Airport Way and Thunderbolt
Avenue.
In addition to the short term and long-term lots, two overflow lots of 325 spaces are available. The
first is located southwest of the short-term lot along Thunderbolt Avenue. The second is located
west of the terminal building along Airport Way. Airport employees utilize these overflow parking
lots.

1.4.2.2 Rental Car Ready/Return Area
The rental car ready/return area is shared by the three on-airport rental car companies and is
located on the east side of the terminal building. The ready/return area provides 100 spaces. The
entrance to this lot is provided along Thunderbolt Avenue and Airport Way.

1.4.2.3 General Aviation Parking
Vehicle parking for general aviation users is provided in a paved lot adjacent to AvCenter hangar
(the fixed based operator), which is located east of the terminal building along Thunderbolt
Avenue. This lot contains approximately 30 parking spaces available for no charge for all general
aviation users.
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Figure 1-9
VEHICLE PARKING LOCATIONS

Source: RS&H, 2012
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1.4.3

Airport Landside Facilities

The Airport property includes a development area designed to accommodate industrial activity and
commercial trade. The Airport completed a Master Development Plan for Non-Aviation Land on
Airport property. This plan provided a guide and created an overlay district enabling the Airport to
develop and attract new business.
The Airport overlay district is approximately 700 acres in size. The area is made up of the terminal
complex and adjacent parcels. These parcels are planned for a mix of business, public agency
offices, supporting retail, and other hospitality trades. The Airport’s core development area is
depicted in Figure 1-10.
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Source: RS&H, 2012

Figure 1-10
AIRPORT CORE DEVELOPMENT AREA
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1.5

SUPPORT FACILITIES

The support facilities include a broad set of functions designed to optimize the smooth and efficient
operations of the Airport. The locations of primary support facilities are identified in Figure 1-11.
The support facilities at the Airport include:


Fixed Base Operators



Other tenants



Air Cargo Facilities



Aircraft Storage



Aircraft Storage Hangars



Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting



Maintenance Building



Fuel Storage



Deicing Storage



Utilities
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Source: RS&H, 2012

Figure 1-11
FACILITY MAP
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1.5.1

Fixed Base Operators

A Fixed Base Operator (FBO) is usually a private enterprise located on an airport that provides
services to based and itinerant aircraft. The extent of the services provided varies from airport to
airport: However, such services frequently include aircraft fueling, major and minor aircraft
maintenance and repair, aircraft rental, aircraft charter services, flight instructions, pilot lounge,
flight planning facilities, aircraft tie-down, and hangar storage. The Airport has one FBO, doing
business as the Pocatello AvCenter.
Pocatello AvCenter offers a full range of FBO services. In December 2010, it had 22 full-time
equivalent employees. Pocatello AvCenter leases 57,269 square feet of maintenance, office, and
aircraft storage space. The FBO is located east of the Terminal Building across from Taxiway C
airside and access is via Thunderbolt Avenue landside.

1.5.2

Other Tenants

The Airport has numerous other tenants such as: aircraft maintenance companies, aircraft sales
companies, aircraft cleaning and detailing companies, and other aviation related businesses.
These tenants are spread across the Airport property. Some of these tenants include:


The National Weather Service is a Federal agency within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration that is responsible for weather forecasting and preparation of
weather maps. The National Weather Service is located on the general aviation apron and
west of the Terminal Building.



Utah Helicopters is a helicopter flight academy training students in helicopter flying skills.
Utah Helicopters is primarily located in Salt Lake City, Utah; however, they have several
satellite facilities in Idaho Falls, Spanish Fork, and Pocatello, Idaho. Utah Helicopters is
located on the general aviation apron and immediately east of the Terminal Building.



The U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture that
administers the nation's national forests and grasslands. The U.S. Forest Services is
located on the general aviation ramp just east of the Pocatello AvCenter.



Idaho State University is a public university operated by the State of Idaho, with their main
campus in the City of Pocatello. The university has one large hangar and office space.
Idaho State University offers flight training and aviation-related career options for their
students. The Idaho State University’s hangar and office space are located east of the
passenger terminal.



The Bureau of Land Management is an agency within the U.S. Department of the Interior,
which administers America's public lands. The Bureau of Land Management has an
aviation fire support base at the Airport. The aviation base is responsible for supporting
resource and fire management programs through out of state as a full-service retardant
delivery base. Their facility is located near the far eastern end of the general aviation ramp
away from the passenger terminal.
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1.5.3

Air Cargo Facilities

Air cargo is an encompassing term used to describe the combined activities of airmail and air
freight/air express. The air cargo industry includes a diverse range of businesses providing a
variety of different services supporting the movement of freight by air. This includes all-cargo
airlines, passenger airlines, freight forwarders, customs brokers, and air freight trucking. Presently,
the Airport has minimal air cargo operations with only Western Air Express leasing building space.
In addition there is no apron area dedicated exclusively to air cargo operations.
1.5.4

Aircraft Storage Hangars

There are fifteen hangars at the Airport, nine of which are owned by the City of Pocatello. These
hangars consist of: eight conventional hangars, two Port-A-Port hangars, and five multi-unit
hangars. These hangars are located in various places around the airfield.
The primary general aviation hangar area is east of the air carrier apron and its primary axis runs
parallel to Runway 3/21. There are approximately seven medium to large conventional hangars in
this location. There is a cluster of general aviation hangars tucked behind the primary general
aviation apron and there is one large rectangular hangar, which holds approximately nine aircraft,
and two small conventional hangars.
1.5.5

Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting

The purpose of an Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) facility is to save lives through
maximizing the emergency response and intervention during an airport crisis by reducing response
time to an aircraft emergency. The ARFF crew at Pocatello Regional Airport conducts fire fighting
rescue operations and fire prevention services. More specifically, the ARFF provides emergency
assistance; inspection of fuel farms, fuel trucks, and commercial sites; guidance relative to
compliance with FAA standards on safety, environment, and training; and is the medical first
responder for an aircraft incident.
The Airport is currently classified as a Class I, Part 139 facility, and meets FAA Index
Arequirements, and on request by contacting the Airport Manager, the Airport can meet Index B
requirements. The existing 6,000 square foot ARFF building contains two vehicle bays, and is in
good condition. The ARFF currently houses two fire rescue vehicles, the Airport’s security and
communications operations area, and other amenities. The Airport operates two ARFF vehicles
stationed in the ARFF building located west of the terminal building adjacent to the National
Weather Service building. The primary ARFF vehicle is a 2012 Oshkosh TI-1500. This vehicle
meets FAA Index A requirements. Index A requires the Airport to have the capability of holding
1,500 gallons of water and 200 gallons of foam. In addition, the secondary ARFF vehicle is a 1998
Oshkosh TI-1500 Truck and it is only used as a reserve to assist the primary ARFF vehicle.
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1.5.6

Maintenance Building

The Airport owns and operates a variety of maintenance equipment that is needed for ground
maintenance, pavement and facilities maintenance, general repairs, and snow removal. The
Airport maintenance equipment building is located south of the Pocatello AvCenter with access to
both the airfield and Thunderbolt Street. The facility contains approximately 5,200 square feet and
houses the majority of the Airport’s equipment.

1.5.7

Fuel Storage

The Airport has one aircraft fuel farm that accommodates AVGAS, 100 low lead (100LL), and Jet A
fuel in above ground storage tanks. The aircraft also has two underground storage tanks; one
holds 12,000 gallons of avgas and the other tank holds 12,000 gallons of Jet A. The Airport owns
the land, and the FBO owns the fuel farm equipment. The fuel farm is located at the eastern edge
of the general aviation apron adjacent to Boeing Avenue and Thunderbolt Street.
Most general aviation users require 100LL for piston driven aircraft, though some require Jet A
fuel. Almost all of the commercial service aircraft require Jet A fuel. Aircraft fuel is available for
purchase from Pocatello AvCenter which provides the fuel services. There is no self-serve fueling
provided on the Airport by the FBO. All aircraft fueling occurs via refueling trucks. The Airport
does not directly provide any aircraft fueling.
Table 1-8 outlines the fuel delivered to aircraft during 2010 by monthly fuel flowage report totals.
Throughout the year, the Aviation Gas (AVGAS) fueling fluctuates monthly from 40,000 gallons to
0 gallons. Jet A usage is much more constant throughout the year, but still follows the pattern of
high volume during the summer months and decreases in the winter months.

Table 1-8
FUEL FLOWAGE (in gallons)
Month

Jet – A

AVGAS

Total

January

0

29,466

29,466

February

0

22,046

22,046

March

8,120

22,112

30,232

April

0

25,468

25,468

May

0

21,906

21,906

June

16,735

21,834

38,569

July

40,693

40,781

81,474

August

0

59,304

59,304

8,500

29,394

37,894

0

19,496

19,496

November

6,595

24,180

30,775

December

2,528

29,959

32,487

83,171

345,946

429,117

September
October

Total

Source: Pocatello Regional Airport, 2011
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1.5.8

Deicing

Aircraft deicing facilities are recommended at airports where icing conditions are expected.
Deicing activities at the Airport are conducted by the individual airlines and the FBO. All of the
deicing operations utilize Type I propylene glycol.
SkyWest Airlines performs deicing activities at its respective gate using its own equipment and
deicing fluids. In addition, Pocatello AvCenter provides deicing services for both based and
transient general aviation aircraft. Deicing of general aviation aircraft is preformed at the tie down
position or in front of the FBO. With the Airport’s relatively wet winters, deicing is common. It is
estimated that 75 to 80 aircraft per season request deicing. All deicing fluid is stored within the
deicing vehicles or small volume glycol storage tanks.

1.5.9

Utilities

The availability of water, sanitary sewer, natural gas, electric, telephone, internet, and storm water
drainage to an airport must be considered while evaluating the existing utility conditions. In
general, the public water distribution and sanitary sewage system are significant governmental
responsibilities with major capital investments required for new or expanding area. Natural gas,
electricity, telephone, and internet services are normally provided by the private sector. The
following sections identify the providers of the various utility services, utility capacities, and
locations of dedicated facilities.

1.5.9.1 Potable Water and Sanitary Sewer
The Airport water supply is provided by the City of Pocatello, Water Department. The Airport
borders the Lower Portneuf Valley and Snake River Plain Aquifers. The Airport water system has
two wells that serve the Airport terminal, residences, and several businesses through
approximately 60 service connections. The Pocatello Water Department treats this water using
chlorine gas injection to prevent bacterial contamination.
Pocatello's Water Pollution Control Plant (WPC) is located west of the City, and is responsible for
the operation and maintenance of the City's sanitary sewer collection, transport, and treatment
system. The WPC Plant provides the treatment of waste from the Airport.

1.5.9.2 Natural Gas and Electricity
Intermountain Gas Company furnishes natural gas services to the Airport, while Idaho Power
supplies electricity. Both natural gas and electricity enter the Airport from the intersection of I-86
and Airport Way. There is believed to be an ample supply of natural gas and electricity to support
the existing demands of the Airport.

1.5.9.3 Storm Water Drainage
It was determined in July 2009 that the Airport does not have any point source discharge.
Therefore, the Pocatello Regional Airport is not required to have a U.S. EPA Multi-Sector General
Permit for storm runoff. The Airport has also determined that no discharge occurs into the
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municipal wastewater collection system. Potential storm water runoff from aircraft deicing is
absorbed into wells, which will be replaced by a containment facility in the near future.

1.5.9.4 Telephone/Communications
Qwest provides telephone and internet services for the Airport and its tenants. It is believed that
there is ample communication infrastructure to support the existing demands at the Airport.
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1.6

AIRPORT ENVIRONS

The section describes and contains information about the various community issues. This includes
discussion about how the surrounding communities and its services are affected by Airport
operations, and particularly the land use patterns, zoning districts, and ground transportation
facilities.
1.6.1

Ownership and Management

The City of Pocatello owns and operates Pocatello Regional Airport. An Airport Advisory
Commission is charged with the formulation of policies, which in turn must be approved by the City
Council. Airport Management staff is comprised of the Airport Manager, the Administration
Assistant, the Operations Supervisor, and several additional Operations/Maintenance Staff.

1.6.2

Jurisdictional Boundaries

The City of Pocatello is located within Bannock County and Pocatello Regional Airport is located
within the city limits of Pocatello as well as within the external boundaries of the Fort Hall Indian
Reservation. The Airport is located in Power County; however, the City of Pocatello annexed the
Airport property from Power County.
1.6.3

Community Economic and Demographic Overview

The State of Idaho can be broken-up into six sectors. Pocatello Regional Airport is located within
the southeastern sector of the state. Southeastern Idaho includes the seven counties of Bannock,
Bear Lake, Bingham, Caribou, Franklin, Oneida, and Power. The southeastern sector of Idaho is
bordered on the east by Wyoming and on the south by Utah. The southeastern sector’s economy
is diverse including agriculture, high-tech manufacturing, services, and trade. Pocatello is
southeastern Idaho’s largest city and home to Idaho State University.
The intersection of major north-south and east-west interstate highways contributes to the
economic and population growth of Bannock and Power counties. The counties continue to benefit
from research and energy-related programs at Idaho State University, especially alternative energy
research and subsequent business activity. Bannock County’s population rose from 75,565 in
2000 to 82,539 in 2009.
The trade and service industries provide nearly half the jobs in Bannock County, according to
Idaho Department of Labor. The average wages for the trade and service industries tends to be
lower since many of these jobs are part-time and in the lower-wage food service sector. Federal
and State Government provide about a quarter of the jobs which include; the Idaho State
University, the Idaho Women’s Correctional Facility, the FBI Western Region Customer Support
Center, the U.S. Courthouse, the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, the
Idaho Fish and Game regional office, and various school districts and municipalities.
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1.6.4

Land Use Compatibility

Effective compatible land use planning serves to protect both aircraft operators and the
surrounding community from safety related concerns as a result of airport operations. Land Use
planning also serves to preserve the quality of life of surrounding airport neighborhoods from the
by-products of aircraft operations including such things as aircraft noise, dust, and fumes.
Effective land use planning via such mechanisms as zoning protects airspace, defines use of land,
and considers aircraft noise impacts. Appropriate planning also insures the value of the public’s
investment in the facility is maintained, as well as the ability of the Airport to expand as required in
the future.
Currently, the FAA and the State of Idaho consider airport compatible land use planning, including
through-the-fence access, to be a top priority for airport sponsors to be addressed through the
local planning process including comprehensive regional planning, city/county code adoption, and
the airport master planning process.
Additional analysis and recommendations regarding compatible land use around the Pocatello
Regional Airport will be included in the Land Use Compatibility section of Chapter 3, Facility
Requirements and Appendix F.

1.6.4.1 Existing Land Use and Zoning
The Pocatello Regional Airport is comprised of approximately 3,365 acres. The Airport lies within
the external boundaries of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation and within the City of Pocatello. All
airport property is controlled by the City of Pocatello and has been designated as an Airport Zoning
District; however, the property is not contiguous to the current Pocatello Area of City Impact
Report. As a result, the Airport is surrounded by Power County land and is subject to Power
County’s jurisdiction and land use controls for activities outside the Airport property boundary.
Following is a summary of City of Pocatello and Power County Comprehensive Plans, and Zoning
Ordinances.
CITY OF POCATELLO
City of Pocatello Comprehensive Plan - The ability of a community to establish zoning is largely
predicated on Idaho State Statues, specifically the requirements of Title 67, State Government and
State Affairs, Chapter 65, Local Land Use Planning Act (LLUPA). Under LLUPA, the policies and
recommendations established as part of the local comprehensive planning process and the
resulting Comprehensive Plan is a prerequisite for the establishment of zoning in a particular
community.
The most recent City of Pocatello Comprehensive Plan is dated 2003 as amended July 2010.
Chapter 4, Economic Development, Chapter 9, Community Design, Chapter 8, Transportation, and
Chapter 10, Arts and Culture, include Objectives and Polices applicable to the Airport. Chapter 4
establishes a policy that most effectively establishes land use compatibility around the Airport.
No specific discussion or policies related to the protection of the Airport’s FAA-defined and
protected airspace or protection of the Airport from the encroachment of incompatible land uses
around the Airport is included in the revised City Comprehensive Plan.
CITY OF POCATELLO AIRPORT ZONING
Title 17, Zoning Regulations, Chapter 17.03.510, of current Pocatello City Code has established
the Airport District (A). The Airport District (A) is established to provide for the aesthetic
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enhancement and orderly development and maintenance of uses within the City of Pocatello’s
Airport and the surrounding area. The development of such properties will address the following
goals:





Create an aesthetically attractive business environment.
Provide a mix of land uses that offer a variety of services for Airport visitors, corporate and
business offices, and the general public.
Promote the Pocatello Regional Airport as a multi-jurisdictional aviation center.

The currently adopted Airport Master Plan is the document that governs and directs the
improvement and growth of the physical airport. The type of uses proposed shall be reviewed and
approved by the Airport Advisory Committee, and forwarded to the site plan review committee for
final approval prior to permitting. (Ord. 2846 § 1, 2008).
No other City of Pocatello zoning exists that specifically addresses height limitations and the
protection of FAA defined and protected airspace surfaces or incompatible development around
the Airport. The lack of such zoning is a result of Power County’s jurisdiction and land use
authority outside Airport property.
OTHER CITY OF POCATELLO CITY CODE RELATED TO THE AIRPORT
Title 11, Air Traffic, of current Pocatello City Code, establishes several rules and regulations for
Airport activities including those activities associated with vehicle and aircraft operation. Additional
requirements related to on-Airport fire protection, minimum standards for Fixed Base Operators
(FBO), and ground transportation enterprises are also included. The regulations established in
Title 11 are applicable to on-Airport activities only and do not address specific land use
compatibility considerations around the Airport.
POWER COUNTY
Power County Comprehensive Plan- The most recent Power County Comprehensive Plan is dated
June 8, 2009. Primary discussion of the Pocatello Regional Airport is included in the
Transportation Section on Page 22. This section established the following goals, objectives, and
strategies for land use compatibility around the Pocatello Regional Airport:
Goal – Maintain the viability and integrity of the American Falls and Pocatello airports.
A.
Objective: Ensure this resource is maintained.
Strategies:
(1) Protect the area around the Airport from residential encroachment.
(2) Ensure any development is compatible with the future land use map.
(3) Maintain the commercial and light industrial zoning around the Airport.
POWER COUNTY AIRPORT ZONING
Title 10, Chapter 10, Development Code, of current County Code establishes the Airport Safety
Overlay District (ASOD). The ASOD is established to provide for the safety of aircraft pilots and
passengers and protect a substantial investment of public funds by assuring that land development
and construction activities within the ASOD are compatible with the safe continued use of the
American Falls and Pocatello Airports. (Ord. 98-01, 7-13-1998).
Restrictions included in the ASOD are those primarily associated with height limitations of objects
in order to protect defined airspace around the Airport. The ASOD does not include specific
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restrictions associated with use of Airport land, because it is on the Airport and under City of
Pocatello control.

THROUGH-THE-FENCE (TTF) ACCESS/ACTIVITIES
According to the FAA, TTF activity is access to a public landing area by aircraft based on off-airport
land adjacent to an airport’s property. As a general principle, the FAA does not support TTF
access to public use airports receiving FAA funding. It is FAA’s belief that such access can lead to
the violation of the airport sponsor’s grant assurances by, among other concerns, potentially
reducing the sponsor’s rights and powers over airport activities from off-airport use and introducing
economic discrimination and the granting of exclusive rights resulting in an unfair economic
advantage for the off-airport user versus the on-airport user.
There is currently no TTF access or established TTF agreements at the Airport. Additionally, no
off-Airport private driveways with access to the airfield for commercial, industrial, or residential
uses are located on the Airport.

1.6.4.2 Future Land Use and Zoning
The City of Pocatello along with several development corporations are seeking to strengthen its
economic base by attracting commercial and industrial development to the Airport and surrounding
area. The City of Pocatello’s Non-Aviation Properties Plan targets land on the Airport not needed
for operations, as an economic development priority. In addition, the City of Pocatello has outlined
a future land use plan, which promotes permitting the City’s employment and commercial centers
to expand, function efficiently, and develop without influencing residential areas.
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1.7

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Within an Airport’s Master Plan, it is appropriate to provide an overview of the environmental
conditions based on associated impact categories identified in FAA Order 5050.4B, National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport Projects. While a full
analysis and examination of NEPA criteria is required for projects resulting from a qualifying
Federal action as part of NEPA documentation, the following review of the environmental
conditions provides an overview of existing environmental conditions for the Airport. The review is
intended to neither replace nor substitute for required NEPA evaluations.
1.7.1

Air Quality

Air pollutants are emitted from a variety of sources at an airport. These sources include aircraft
engines; aircraft support equipment (GSE); motor vehicles on the airport roadways, in parking
facilities, and at terminal curbsides; and miscellaneous sources such as aircraft maintenance, fuel
storage, and handling, and building space heating. In addition, Federal Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) are applied to the Airport from a
geopolitical standpoint, such as the City of Pocatello, where the Airport is located. Adjacent
Bannock County is also considered in the analysis of environmental conditions for Air Quality due
to the close proximity north and east of the Airport.
The Airport is “in attainment” for the NAAQS for all criteria pollutants. While no specific air quality
mitigation measures would be required, but to ensure limited impacts as the result of any
development, all development construction activities should be performed in accordance with
provisions of FAA Advisory Circular 150/5370-10B, Standards for Specifying Construction of
Airports.

1.7.2

Coastal Resources

The Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, provides for preservation protection,
development, and where feasible, restoration or enhancement, of the resources of the nation’s
coastal zone. In 1990, the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 was amended to authorize
states to develop a boundary for management of an area to address non-point sources of water
pollution that could potentially affect coastal waters. In addition, the Coastal Barrier Resources Act
of 1982 requires that no new Federal expenditures or financial assistance may be made available
for construction projects within the boundaries of the Coastal Barrier Resource System.
The Airport is neither located in a Federally designated Coastal Zone, nor a state designated
boundary area, for non-point source water pollution.

1.7.3

Compatible Land Use

FAA Order 1050.1E, Change 1; Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, states that the
compatibility of existing and planned land uses in the vicinity of an airport are usually associated
with the extent of the airport’s noise impacts. Assurances associated with zoning laws, current
infrastructure, and the adoption of new zoning regulations must be compatible with the Airport and
its forecast noise contours.
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1.7.4

Section 4(f) Impacts

The Department of Transportation (DOT) Act, Section 4(f) provides that the DOT Secretary will not
approve any program or project that requires the use of any publicly owned land from a public
park, recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge of national, state, or local significance; or
land from an historic site of national, state, or local significance unless there is no feasible or
prudent alternative and the use of such land includes all possible planning to minimize harm
resulting from the use.
The closest 4(f) resource is Jessie Clark Christian School, which is approximately five miles to the
east of the Airport. Additionally, the closest park is Cotant Park located in Chubbuck ID, located
five miles east of the Airport. There are no other schools, parks, recreational areas, or wildlife and
waterfowl refuges within closer proximity to the Airport. For a discussion of historic site locations,
see Section Error! Reference source not found., Error! Reference source not found.

1.7.5

Farmlands

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) (7 U.S.C. 4201-4209) regulates Federal actions with
the potential to convert “Farmland” to non-agricultural uses. “Farmland” is defined as “prime or
unique farmlands (as furthermore defined in Section 1540(c) (1) of the FPPA) that is determined by
the appropriate state or unit of local government to be farmland of statewide or local importance.”
Important farmlands include all pasturelands, croplands, and forests (even if zoned for
development) considered to be prime, unique, or statewide and locally important lands as defined
below:




Prime farmland. This is land having the best combination of physical and chemical
characteristics for producing food, feed, fiber, forage, oilseed, and other agricultural crops
with minimal use of fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, or products;
Unique farmland. This is land used for producing high-value food and fiber crops. It has the
special combination of soil quality, location, growing season, and moisture necessary to
produce high quality crops or high yields of them economically; and
Statewide and locally important farmland. This is land that has been designated as
important by either a state government (State Secretary of Agriculture or higher office) or by
county commissioners or an equivalent elected body.

According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), there is “prime” farmland and “farmland of statewide importance” on
Airport property in addition to the vicinity of the Airport. Farmland on and adjacent to the Airport is
depicted in Figure 1-12.
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Figure 1-12
PRIME AND UNIQUE FARMLANDS

Source: NRCS, 2010

LEGEND
Farmland
PrimePrime
Farmland
Farmland
of Statewide
Importance
Farmland
of Statew
ide Importance

Existing Conditions

1-47

Final 3.0

Pocatello Regional Airport
Airport Master Plan Update

1.7.6

Fish, Wildlife, and Plants

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) require that any development alternative that will potentially affect a fish,
wildlife, or plant Federally endangered or threatened species be evaluated. Habitats for fish,
wildlife, and plant species are also important consideration when undergoing any future
development alternatives. A review of the applicable regulations pertaining to fish, wildlife, and
plants and their habitats is below.

1.7.6.1 Endangered and Threatened Species
The EPA defines “Endangered” species as those plants and animals that have been designated as
being rare enough that they are in danger of becoming extinct. “Threatened” species are those
plants and animals that are likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
According to the December 2010 US Fish and Wildlife Threatened and/or Endangered list, the
Utah Valvata Snail is the only species listed as Endangered in Power County. The Yellow-Billed
Cuckoo bird is listed as a candidate species, which implies that no protection is required, but
careful planning should be considered in evaluating the potential effects of any development
alternatives to this species and its habitat.

1.7.6.2 Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
Essential Fish Habitat (“EFH”) are those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning,
breeding, feeding, or growth to maturity as defined under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (“MSA”). The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) and regional fishery management councils to minimize,
to the extent practicable, adverse effects to EFH caused by fishing activities. The Act also requires
Federal agencies to consult with NOAA Fisheries about actions that could damage EFH.
The Salmon Essential Fish Habitat is the only habitat protected by the MSA within the State of
Idaho. Salmon habitats include the Snake River, the Salmon River, and the Clearwater River and
tributaries that connect to these rivers. These rivers are not located within the Airport or vicinity;
thus, there would be no effect on EFHs.

1.7.6.3 Migratory Bird Act
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) implements various treaties and conventions between the
U.S. and Canada, Japan, Mexico, and the former Soviet Union for the protection of migratory birds.
Under the MBTA, taking, killing or possessing migratory birds is unlawful. Birds protected under
the act include all migratory songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, hawks, owls, eagles, ravens, crows,
native doves and pigeons, swifts, martins, swallows and others, including their body parts
(feathers, plumes etc), nests, and eggs.
A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service list of birds identified in Power and Bannock Counties crossreferenced with the MBTA protected birds identifies species of concern at the Airport. Of the total
cross-referenced list, the Yellow-Billed Cuckoo, also known as the Coccyzus Americanus, is the
only bird identified to be protected under the MBTA.
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1.7.7

Floodplains

Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management directs Federal agencies to take action to reduce
the risk of flood loss, minimize the impact of floods on human safety, health, and welfare, and
restore and preserve the natural and beneficial values served by floodplains. Floodplains are
defined as “lowland and relatively flat areas adjoining inland and coastal waters including flood
prone areas of offshore islands, including at a minimum, that area subject to a one percent or
greater chance of flooding in a given year (100 year floodplain)”.
The Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 16005022D for Power County shows no designated 100year floodplains within two miles of the Airport property boundary.

1.7.8

Hazardous Materials

Federal actions to fund, approve, or conduct certain airport improvement projects require
consideration of the potential for hazardous material, pollution prevention, and solid waste impacts.
Several laws have been passed governing the handling and disposal of hazardous materials,
chemicals, substances, and wastes. The two statutes most relevant for consideration of potential
environmental impacts associated with any future action are the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA). RCRA governs the generation, treatment, storage, and disposal of
hazardous wastes. CERCLA provides for consultation with natural resources trustees and cleanup
of any release of a hazardous substance (excluding petroleum) into the environment. It should
also be assured that any future action does not involve property listed on the National Priorities List
(NPL) established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The NPL is a list of natural
priorities among the known or threatened releases of hazardous substances, pollutants, or
contaminants within the United States. The EPA provides the sites designated on the NPL list on
their website.
Reviewing the most current (December, 2010) EPA NPL list, the closest NPL-designated property
to the Airport is the Eastern Michaud Flats which is approximately three miles east of the Airport.
This site covers approximately 2,530 acres in the City of Pocatello and includes two phosphate ore
processing facilities, the FMC Corporation, and the J.R. Simplot Company Don Plant.
1.7.9

Historical, Architectural, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 establishes the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation (ACHP) and the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) within the
National Park Service (NPS). Section 110 of National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966
the governs Federal agency responsibilities to preserve and use historic buildings; designate an
agency Federal Preservation Officer (FPO); identify, evaluate, and nominate eligible properties
under the control of the agency to the National Register. Section 106 requires Federal agencies to
consider the effects of their undertaking on properties on or eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.
Compliance with Section 106 requires consultation with the ACHP, the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), and/or the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) if there is a potential
adverse effect to historic properties on or eligible for listing on the NRHP.
The nearest NHRP property is located seven miles southwest of the Airport in the City of Pocatello.
The property is the Standrod House, which neighbors 19 other historic properties.
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1.7.10 Historical, Architectural, Archaeological, and Cultural Resources
Aviation lighting is required for security, obstruction clearance, and navigation and is the chief
contributor to light emissions from airports. An analysis is necessary when projects introduce new
airport lighting facilities that may affect residential or other sensitive land uses. Only in unusual
circumstances, for example, when high intensity strobe lights shine directly into a residence, is the
effect of light emissions considered sufficient to warrant special study and planning to reduce such
effects.
The Airport currently operates in the standard configuration at night with light emissions from the
following areas:










Runways
Taxiways
Navigational Aids
Apron Areas
Parking Lots
Fixed Based Operator (FBO)
Terminal Building
Fire Station
U.S. Forest Service Building

1.7.11 Natural Resources, Energy Supply, and Sustainable Design
It is the policy of the FAA to encourage the development of facilities that exemplify the highest
standards of design including principles of sustainability. These high standards should apply to the
conservation of resources such as energy.
The effects of airport development on energy and natural resources are generally related to the
amount of energy required for aircraft, ground support vehicles, airport lighting, terminal buildings
and other facilities, and motor vehicle travel. FAA Order 5050.4B, Airport Environmental
Handbook, notes that two types of energy use must be considered in determining the
environmental impact of a proposed development:





That which relates to major changes in stationary sources such as a terminal building,
airfield lighting, etc. The proposed development shall be examined to identify any proposed
major changes in stationary facilities that would have a measurable effect on local supplies.



That, which involves the movement of aircraft or ground vehicles. Increased consumption
of fuel by aircraft need only be examined if the time required for aircraft operations would
increase substantially without offsetting efficiencies in operational procedures. The fuel
consumption of ground vehicles shall be examined only if the action would add appreciably
to access time or if there would be a substantial change in movement patterns for on-airport
service or other vehicles

The Airport Environmental Handbook also states that use of natural resources may become an
issue warranting discussion only if the Airport requires use of unusual materials that are in short
supply. Most day-to-day Airport operations do not require use of any natural resources that are in
short supply.
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1.7.12 Noise
A significant noise action would occur if noise sensitive areas were to experience an increase in
the day/night noise level (DNL) of 1.5 decibels or more at or above 65 decibels when compared to
the no action alternative for the same timeframe according to the FAA. Subsequent environmental
documentation will provide an analysis of what would occur as a result of the implementation of
various Master Plan alternatives.
1.7.13 Socio-Economic Impacts
The extensive relocation of residents and community businesses; disruption of local traffic
patterns; and the substantial loss in community tax base are all examples of socioeconomic
impacts that the FAA considers significant. If acquisition of real property or displacement of
persons is involved, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act
of 1970, as amended, must be met for projects involving Federal funding.
Additionally, Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low Income Population and DOT Order 5610.2 Environmental Justice in Minority
and Low-Income Populations encourage the consideration of environmental justice impacts,
especially to determine whether a disproportionately high and adverse impact may occur to
minority and low income populations.
Executive Order 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks,
Federal agencies are directed to make it a high priority to identify and assess environmental health
and safety risks that may proportionately affect children. In addition, the President’s Task Force on
Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to Children has identified both the development of
asthma in children and the environmental safety of schools as potential risks.
There are no residential communities (with children or minority populations) or businesses within
the Airport proximity that would be affected by any development alternatives.
1.7.14 Water Quality
The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), also referred to as the Clean Water Act (CWA),
and the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), provide the authority to establish water quality
standards, control discharges, develop waste management treatment plans and practices, prevent
or minimize the loss of wetlands, location with regard to an aquifer or sensitive ecological area, and
regulate other issues concerning water quality.
Based on a determination by the Airport with the Environmental Protection Agency, Pocatello
Regional Airport does not have a point source water discharge into US waters or any storm water
discharge into a municipal wastewater treatment plant. Potential storm water runoff from aircraft
deicing is absorbed into wells, which will soon be replaced by a containment facility.
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1.7.15 Wetlands
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, requires the FAA to protect, preserve, or enhance
wetlands. This order is often called the “no net loss” provision for wetlands and is the source for
how mitigation programs are developed. The closest jurisdictional wetland, which includes
freshwater emergent and forested/shrub wetlands, is located off-Airport approximately 7,800 feet
northeast of the Airport.

1.7.16 Wild and Scenic Rivers
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, as amended, describes those river segments designated
as, or eligible to be included in, the Wild and Scenic Rivers System. In addition, the President’s
1979 Environmental Message Directive on Wild and Scenic Rivers requires Federal agencies to
avoid or mitigate adverse effects on rivers identified in the Nationwide Rivers Inventory as having
potential for designation under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The NRI is a lasting of more than
3,400 free flowing rivers in the United States believe to possess one more “outstandingly
remarkable” natural or cultural resources.
There are 23 designated National Wild and Scenic Rivers located in Idaho. The closest Wild and
Scenic River to the Airport is the Bruneau River, which is 130 miles west of the Airport.
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